
WAC 162-04-010  Definitions.  In general, words are used with 
this title in the same meaning as they are used in the law against 
discrimination, chapter 49.60 RCW. See, in particular, RCW 49.60.040. 
The following words are used with the meaning given, unless the con-
text clearly indicates another meaning.

"Administrative Procedure Act" means chapter 34.05 RCW.
"Age" means between forty and seventy years of age.
"Chairperson" means the chairperson of the commission. The word 

"chairperson" is used in the place of "chairman" where that word ap-
pears in the law against discrimination. The chairperson of the com-
mission is the member of the commission designated as chairman by the 
governor under RCW 49.60.050.

"Civil rule" or "CR" means the superior court civil rules as now 
or hereafter amended.

"Clerk" means the clerk of the commission appointed pursuant to 
WAC 162-04-026.

"Commission" means the Washington state human rights commission.
"Complainant" means a person who has filed a complaint under au-

thority of RCW 49.60.230.
"Complaint" means a formal complaint filed with the commission 

pursuant to RCW 49.60.230 and these rules.
"Executive director" means the executive director of the commis-

sion appointed pursuant to RCW 49.60.120(1).
"Handicap" is short for the phrase "the presence of any sensory, 

mental, or physical handicap" used in the law against discrimination, 
and means the full phrase. See WAC 162-22-040.

"Law against discrimination" means chapter 49.60 RCW.
"Marital status" refers to the legal status of being married, 

single, divorced, or widowed.
"Member" means a member of the commission, except where the con-

text indicates another meaning is intended.
"Protected class" means the persons who are members of (or who 

are treated as members of) one of the groups against whom discrimina-
tion is declared to be an unfair practice by the law against discrimi-
nation. Protected classes include persons between the ages of forty 
and seventy, persons of any race, creed, color, national origin, sex, 
or marital status, and persons who are handicapped.

"Respondent" means one against whom a complaint has been filed 
under authority of RCW 49.60.230.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 49.60.120(3). WSR 89-23-019, § 162-04-010, 
filed 11/7/89, effective 12/8/89; Order 37, § 162-04-010, filed 
10/27/77; Order 30, § 162-04-010, filed 11/23/76; Order 23, § 
162-04-010, filed 7/21/75; Order 16, § 162-04-010, filed 5/22/74; Or-
der 9, § 162-04-010, filed 9/23/71; Order 7 (part), § 162-04-010, 
filed 1/19/68.]
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